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SUBJECT: LETTER TO TURKISH PRIME MINISTER ON OPIUM POPPY 
CONTROLS 

1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE ORIGINAL OF THE 
LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT SIGNED TODAY BY THE 
SECRETARY, POUCHED ANKARA. THIS SHOULD REPLACE THE LETTER 
DATED AUGUST 6 SIGNED BY PRESIDENT NIXON, THE ORIGINAL OF 
WHICH WAS SENT TO YOU BY POUCH. 

"DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: 

"I HAVE ASKED AMBASSADOR MACOMB ER TO CARRY THIS 
LETTER TO YOU SO THAT YOU WILL KNOW OF MY DEEP PERSONAL 
CONCERN AND THAT OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES RE- 
GARDING THE POSSIBLE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES ARISING FROM 
YOUR GOVERNMENT S DECISION TO RESCIND THE OPIUM POPPY 
BAN. 

"I AM SURE YOU ARE AWARE THAT THIS DECISION HAS 
RECEIVED WIDESPREAD AND SEVERE CRITICISM IN OUR COUNTRY 
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AND IS A CAUSE OF MUCH CONCERN AND DISMAY. THE PROBLEMS 
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OF HEROIN ADDICTION HAVE BEEN SERIOUS INDEED AND THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE IN RECENT YEARS BECOME DEEPLY COM- 
MITTED TO THE STRUGGLE TO REDUCE THIS EVIL, PARTICULARLY 
SINCE IT HAS ENDANGERED THE LIVES OF SO MANY OF OUR 
YOUNG. 

"I HAVE NO DOUBT, FURTHER, THAT YOU HAVE BEEN FOL- 
LOWING THE SERIOUS PROBLEMS WE ARE NOW ENCOUNTERING IN 
THE CONGRESS, PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE BECOME EVEN MORE SERI- 
OUS BECAUSE OF THE RECENT EVENTS IN THE EASTERN MEDITER- 
RANEAN. THIS HAS ALREADY BEEN REFLECTED IN THE ADOPTION 
BY AN OVERWHELMING VOTE OF AN AMENDMENT TO AN IMPORTANT 
APPROPRIATIONS BILL IN THE SENATE WHICH WOULD CUT OFF 
AID TO TURKEY UNLESS THE BAN IS RESTORED OR EFFECTIVE 
CONTROLS ESTABLISHED. THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES HAS 
PASSED A RESOLUTION CONTAINING A SIMILAR PROVISION AND 
HAS AMENDED THE EXPORT-IMPORT BANK LEGISLATION TO ELIM- 
INATE LOANS TO TURKEY UNLESS CERTAIN CONDITIONS ARE 
FULFILLED. CANDIDLY, WE EXPECT EVEN MORE FAR-REACHING 
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS IN THE DAYS AHEAD. 

"AS DISTRESSED AS WE ARE OVER YOUR DECISION, WE 
RECOGNIZE THAT AS A FRIEND AND AN ALLY THERE ARE OTHER 
BROAD MUTUAL INTERESTS WHICH HAVE LONG SERVED WELL BOTH 
TURKEY AND THE UNITED STATES, AND WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL 
TO PRESERVE. BUT THIS CANNOT BE DONE, I FEAR, WITHOUT 
YOUR HELP. CONCRETE STEPS ARE REQUIRED WHICH WILL GIVE 
EFFECTIVE ASSURANCE THAT THE GAINS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 
HEROIN, TO WHICH TURKEY S DECISION OF 1971 MADE SUCH A 
CRITICAL CONTRIBUTION, WILL NOT NOW BE VITIATED. 

"IN THIS CONNECTION, WE HAVE NOTED YOUR GOVERNMENT'S 
ASSURANCES THAT TURKEY IS DETERMINED TO PREVENT A RECUR- 
RENCE OF THE SMUGGLING PROBLEMS OF THE PAST. IN VIEW OF 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH I HAVE DESCRIBED, THERE IS A 
CRITICAL NEED NOW FOR US TO BE ADVISED OF A TURKISH CON- 
TROL PLAN WHICH WILL DEMONSTRATE IRREFUTABLY THAT YOUR 
COUNTRY IS TAKING EFFECTIVE PRACTICAL MEASURES WHICH 
WILL ASSURE AGAINST THE DANGERS WHICH WE SO GREATLY FEAR. 
INITIALLY, I HOPE THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT WILL FIND A WAY 
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TO SEVERELY RESTRICT ACREAGE IN THE FIRST YEAR AND EX- 
PAND ONLY AS CONTROLS ARE PROVEN TO BE EFFECTIVE. 

"AMBASSADOR MACOMBER WILL GO INTO GREATER DETAIL IN 
DISCUSSIONS WITH YOU; BUT ABOVE ALL, I HAVE ASKED HIM, 

IN THE SPIRIT OF FRIENDSHIP, TO REFLECT FORTHRIGHTLY THE 
DEPTH OF OUR CONCERN AND THE ESSENTIAL NECESSITY FOR 
PROMPT ACTION BY TURKEY IN THE FURTHERANCE OF OUR BROADER 
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INTERESTS AND SHARED COMMON GOALS. SINCERELY, HENRY A. 
KISSINGER." 

2. IN DELIVERING THIS LETTER, YOU SHOULD, AS SUGGESTED 
IN ITS LAST PARAGRAPH AND PURSUANT TO THE PRESIDENT'S 

POLICY DECISION (WHIG HAS BEEN SENT TO YOU SEPTEL), 

ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS WITH GOT ON SPECIFIC MEASURES IT 
WILL TAKE TO PREVENT OPIUM SMUGGLING. DISCUSSIONS WITH 
THE RELEVANT UNITED NATIONS AGENCIES, ALSO 
ENVISAGED IN THE PRESIDENT'S POLICY DECISION, SHOULD, 

OF COURSE, BE DIRECTED AMONG OTHER MATTERS TO COORDINA- 
TION OF OUR RESPECTIVE EFFORTS. YOU MAY WISH TO DISCUSS 
THIS SUOJECT WITH SIR HARRY GREENFIELD NOW IN ANKARA 
IN RESPONSE TO GOT REQUEST TO THE DND FOR ADVICE ON THE 
CONTROL MECHANISMS TO BE ADOPTED BY GOT. INGERSOLL 
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